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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Enclosed is a European Search Report dated December 5, 2002, 
a PTO Form- 144 9, and a copy of each reference, except the patent 
abstract of China, 1 296 353 A, also cited therein, as it was 
already submitted with a Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement filed June 24, 2002. 1 

A concise explanation of the relevance of each cited 
reference is provided on pages 1-2 of the enclosed European 
Search Report, with references to page, line, Figures an 
of the enclosed documents 



In accordance with 37 CFR §1.97 (c) and (e)(1), the /ft ^ ±421 
undersigned also hereby certifies that each item of inf ©Jini^i-oi* 
contained in this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 
was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 




1 I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited today 

with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 

Debra A. Pongetti^ Date 



Serial No. 10/091,181 
prior to the filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement . 

Because of this, the undersigned respectfully submits that 
no fee is due in accordance with 37 CFR §1. 97(c). 

In accordance with their duty of disclosure under 37 CFR 
§1.56, applicants submit the cited references because they were 
cited in the aforementioned search report and may be material to 
the examination of this application. 

While the cited references may be "material" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any 
document referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention 
unless specifically designated as such. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement shall not be 
construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
material information as defined under 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. 

The Commissioner is also hereby authorized to charge any 
deficiency in fees to Deposit Account No. 23-0442 so that this 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is entered on the 
record . 

Respectfully submitted, 

William J. Barbfer 
Attorney for the Applicant 

/dap Registration No. 32,72 0 

March 3, 2 003 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1 -800-786-91 99) and select option 2. 
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Patent Abstract of Japan, Publication No. 2001 223791, 
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1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.98. The information Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 120 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. Washington. DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



